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been called the McCain-Feingold- 
Thompson bill. I think that is a good 
sign for the future of our legislation. 

I thank the Chair. 
Mr. MCCAIN addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
f 

MEASURE PLACED ON 
CALENDAR—S. 1085 

Mr. MCCAIN. I understand there is a 
bill at the desk that is due for its sec-
ond reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1085) to improve the management 

of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I object to further pro-
ceedings on this matter at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will go to the calendar. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM ACT 

Mr. MCCAIN. I now ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of S. 39 as under the con-
sent agreement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 39) to amend the Marine Mammal 

Protection Act of 1972 to support the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Program in 
the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, and for 
other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘International Dolphin Conservation Pro-
gram Act’’. 

(b) REFERENCES TO MARINE MAMMAL PROTEC-
TION ACT.—Except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided, whenever in this Act an amendment or 
repeal is expressed in terms of an amendment to, 
or repeal of, a section or other provision, the 
reference shall be considered to be made to a 
section or other provision of the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et 
seq.). 
SEC. 2. PURPOSE AND FINDINGS. 

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to give effect to the Declaration of Pan-

ama, signed October 4, 1995, by the Governments 
of Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
France, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Spain, the 
United States of America, Vanuatu, and Ven-
ezuela, including the establishment of the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Program, relat-
ing to the protection of dolphins and other spe-
cies, and the conservation and management of 
tuna in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean; 

(2) to recognize that nations fishing for tuna 
in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean have 
achieved significant reductions in dolphin mor-
tality associated with that fishery; and 

(3) to eliminate the ban on imports of tuna 
from those nations that are in compliance with 

the International Dolphin Conservation Pro-
gram. 

(b) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that— 
(1) the nations that fish for tuna in the east-

ern tropical Pacific Ocean have achieved sig-
nificant reductions in dolphin mortality associ-
ated with the purse seine fishery from hundreds 
of thousands annually to fewer than 5,000 an-
nually; 

(2) the provisions of the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act of 1972 that impose a ban on imports 
from nations that fish for tuna in the eastern 
tropical Pacific Ocean have served as an incen-
tive to reduce dolphin mortalities; 

(3) tuna canners and processors of the United 
States have led the canning and processing in-
dustry in promoting a dolphin-safe tuna market; 
and 

(4) 12 signatory nations to the Declaration of 
Panama, including the United States, agreed 
under that Declaration to require that the total 
annual dolphin mortality in the purse seine 
fishery for yellowfin tuna in the eastern tropical 
Pacific Ocean not exceed 5,000 animals, with a 
commitment and objective to progressively re-
duce dolphin mortality to a level approaching 
zero through the setting of annual limits with 
the goal of eliminating dolphin mortality. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 3 (16 U.S.C. 1362) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(28) The term ‘International Dolphin Con-
servation Program’ means the international pro-
gram established by the agreement signed in 
LaJolla, California, in June, 1992, as formalized, 
modified, and enhanced in accordance with the 
Declaration of Panama, that requires— 

‘‘(A) that the total annual dolphin mortality 
in the purse seine fishery for yellow fin tuna in 
the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean shall not ex-
ceed 5,000 animals with a commitment and ob-
jective to progressively reduce dolphin mortality 
to a level approaching zero through the setting 
of annual limits; 

‘‘(B) the establishment of a per stock per year 
dolphin mortality limit at a level between 0.2 
percent and 0.1 percent of the minimum popu-
lation estimate to be in effect through calendar 
year 2000; 

‘‘(C) the establishment of a per stock per year 
dolphin mortality limit at a level less than or 
equal to 0.1 percent of the minimum population 
estimate beginning with the calendar year 2001; 

‘‘(D) that if a dolphin mortality limit is ex-
ceeded under— 

‘‘(i) subparagraph (A), all sets on dolphins 
shall cease for the applicable fishing year; and 

‘‘(ii) subparagraph (B) or (C), all sets on the 
stocks covered under subparagraph (B) or (C) 
and any mixed schools that contain any of 
those stocks shall cease for the applicable fish-
ing year; 

‘‘(E) a scientific review and assessment to be 
conducted in calendar year 1998 to— 

‘‘(i) assess progress in meeting the objectives 
set for calendar year 2000 under subparagraph 
(B); and 

‘‘(ii) as appropriate, consider recommenda-
tions for meeting these objectives; 

‘‘(F) a scientific review and assessment to be 
conducted in calendar year 2000— 

‘‘(i) to review the stocks covered under sub-
paragraph (C); and 

‘‘(ii) as appropriate to consider recommenda-
tions to further the objectives set under that 
subparagraph; 

‘‘(G) the establishment of a per vessel max-
imum annual dolphin mortality limit consistent 
with the established per-year mortality limits, as 
determined under subparagraphs (A) through 
(C); and 

‘‘(H) the provision of a system of incentives to 
vessel captains to continue to reduce dolphin 
mortality, with the goal of eliminating dolphin 
mortality. 

‘‘(29) The term ‘Declaration of Panama’ 
means the declaration signed in Panama City, 
Republic of Panama, on October 4, 1995.’’. 

SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS TO TITLE I. 
(a) Section 101(a)(2) (16 U.S.C. 1371(a)(2)) is 

amended— 
(1) by inserting after the first sentence ‘‘Such 

authorizations may be granted under title III 
with respect to purse seine fishing for yellowfin 
tuna in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean, sub-
ject to regulations prescribed under that title by 
the Secretary without regard to section 103’’ be-
fore the period; and 

(2) by striking the semicolon in the second 
sentence and all that follows through ‘‘prac-
ticable’’. 

(b) Section 101(a)(2) (16 U.S.C. 1371(a)(2)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking subparagraph (B) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(B) in the case of yellowfin tuna harvested 
with purse seine nets in the eastern tropical Pa-
cific Ocean, and products therefrom, to be ex-
ported to the United States, shall require that 
the government of the exporting nation provide 
documentary evidence that— 

‘‘(i)(I) the tuna or products therefrom were 
not banned from importation under this para-
graph before the effective date of the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Program Act; or 

‘‘(II) the tuna or products therefrom were har-
vested after the effective date of the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Program Act by 
vessels of a nation which participates in the 
International Dolphin Conservation Program, 
and such harvesting nation is either a member 
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commis-
sion or has initiated (and within 6 months 
thereafter completed) all steps required of appli-
cant nations, in accordance with article V, 
paragraph 3 of the Convention establishing the 
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, to 
become a member of that organization; 

‘‘(ii) such nation is meeting the obligations of 
the International Dolphin Conservation Pro-
gram and the obligations of membership in the 
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, in-
cluding all financial obligations; and 

‘‘(iii) the total dolphin mortality limits, and 
per stock per year dolphin mortality limits per-
mitted for that nation’s vessels under the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Program do not 
exceed those levels determined for 1996, or in 
any year thereafter, consistent with a commit-
ment and objective to progressively reduce dol-
phin mortality to a level approaching zero 
through the setting of annual limits and the 
goal of eliminating dolphin mortality, and re-
quirements of the International Dolphin Con-
servation Program; and’’ 

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (C), (D), 
and (E) as subparagraphs (D), (E), and (F), re-
spectively; 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) the Secretary shall not accept such docu-
mentary evidence if— 

‘‘(i) the government of the harvesting nation 
does not provide directly or authorize the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission to release 
complete and accurate information to the Sec-
retary in a timely manner to allow determina-
tion of compliance with the International Dol-
phin Conservation Program; or 

‘‘(ii) the government of the harvesting nation 
does not provide directly or authorize the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission to release 
complete and accurate information to the Sec-
retary in a timely manner for the purposes of 
tracking and verifying compliance with the min-
imum requirements established by the Secretary 
in regulations promulgated under subsection (f) 
of the Dolphin Protection Consumer Informa-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1385(f)); or 

‘‘(iii) after taking into consideration this in-
formation, findings of the Inter-American Trop-
ical Tuna Commission, and any other relevant 
information, including information that a na-
tion is consistently failing to take enforcement 
actions on violations which diminish the effec-
tiveness of the International Dolphin Conserva-
tion Program, the Secretary, in consultation 
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